
Anxious People 
by Fredrik Backman

Viewing an apartment normally doesn’t turn into a life-
or-death situation, but this particular open house
becomes just that when a failed bank robber bursts in and
takes everyone in the apartment hostage. As the pressure
mounts, the eight strangers begin slowly opening up to
one another and reveal long-hidden truths. First is Zara, a
wealthy bank director who has been too busy to care
about anyone else until tragedy changed her life. Now,
she’s obsessed with visiting open houses to see how
ordinary people live—and, perhaps, to set an old wrong to
right. Then there’s Roger and Anna-Lena, an Ikea-
addicted retired couple who are on a never-ending hunt
for fixer-uppers to hide the fact that they don’t know how
to fix their own failing marriage. Julia and Ro are a young
lesbian couple and soon-to-be parents who are nervous
about their chances for a successful life together since
they can’t agree on anything. And there’s Estelle, an
eighty-year-old woman who has lived long enough to be
unimpressed by a masked bank robber waving a gun in
her face. And despite the story she tells them all, Estelle
hasn’t really come to the apartment to view it for her
daughter, and her husband really isn’t outside parking
the car. As police surround the premises and television
channels broadcast the hostage situation live, the tension
mounts, and even deeper secrets are slowly revealed.
Before long, the robber must decide which is the more
terrifying prospect: going out to face the police or staying
in the apartment with this group of impossible people.

Blind Date
with a Book

Little Secrets
 by Jennifer Hillier

All it takes to unravel a life is one little secret...Marin had
a perfect life. Married to her college sweetheart, she
owns a chain of upscale hair salons, and Derek runs his
own company. They're admired in their community and
are a loving family—until their world falls apart the day
their son Sebastian is taken. A year later, Marin is a
shadow of herself. The FBI search has gone cold. The
publicity has faded. She and her husband rarely speak.
She hires a P.I. to pick up where the police left off, but
instead of finding Sebastian, she learns that Derek is
having an affair with a younger woman. This discovery
sparks Marin back to life. She's lost her son; she's not
about to lose her husband, too. Kenzie is an enemy with
a face, which means this is a problem Marin can fix.
Permanently.

Who Fears Death
 by Nnedi Okorafor

In a far future, post-nuclear-holocaust Africa, genocide
plagues one region. The aggressors, the Nuru, have decided
to follow the Great Book and exterminate the Okeke. But
when the only surviving member of a slain Okeke village is
brutally raped, she manages to escape, wandering farther
into the desert. She gives birth to a baby girl with hair and
skin the color of sand and instinctively knows that her
daughter is different. She names her daughter Onyesonwu,
which means "Who Fears Death?" in an ancient African
tongue. 

Reared under the tutelage of a mysterious and traditional
shaman, Onyesonwu discovers her magical destiny – to end
the genocide of her people. The journey to fulfill her destiny
will force her to grapple with nature, tradition, history, true
love, the spiritual mysteries of her culture – and eventually
death itself.

A Traveler at the Gates of Wisdom
by John Boyne 

It starts with a family, a family which will mutate. For now, it
is a father, mother, and two sons. One with his father’s
violence in his blood. One who lives his mother’s artistry. One
leaves. One stays. They will be joined by others whose deeds
will change their fate. It is a beginning. 

Their stories will intertwine and evolve over the course of two
thousand years – they will meet again and again at different
times and in different places. From distant Palestine at the
dawn of the first millennium to a life amongst the stars in the
third. While the world will change around them, their
destinies will remain the same. It must play out as foretold. It
is written.

Non-Fiction
Caste: The Origins of our Discontents 
by Isabel Wilkerson

Beyond race, class, or other factors, there is a powerful
caste system that influences people’s lives and
behavior and the nation’s fate. Linking the caste
systems of America, India, and Nazi Germany,
Wilkerson explores eight pillars that underlie caste
systems across civilizations, including divine will,
bloodlines, stigma, and more. Using riveting stories
about people—including Martin Luther King, Jr.,
baseball’s Satchel Paige, a single father and his toddler
son, Wilkerson herself, and many others—she shows
the ways that the insidious undertow of caste is
experienced every day. She documents how the Nazis
studied the racial systems in America to plan their out-
cast of the Jews; she discusses why the cruel logic of
caste requires that there be a bottom rung for those in
the middle to measure themselves against; she writes
about the surprising health costs of caste, in
depression and life expectancy, and the effects of this
hierarchy on our culture and politics. Finally, she
points forward to ways America can move beyond the
artificial and destructive separations of human
divisions, toward hope in our common humanity.

The Black Count: Glory, Revolution,
Betrayal, and the Real Count of Monte
Cristo
by Tom Reiss

Here is the remarkable true story of the real Count of
Monte Cristo – a stunning feat of historical sleuthing that
brings to life the forgotten hero who inspired such
classics as  The Count of Monte Cristo and  The Three
Musketeers.

The real-life protagonist of The Black Count, General Alex
Dumas, is a man almost unknown today yet with a story
that is strikingly familiar, because his son, the novelist
Alexandre Dumas, used it to create some of the best-
loved heroes of literature. 

Yet, hidden behind these swashbuckling adventures was
an even more incredible secret: the real hero was the son
of a black slave -- who rose higher in the white world
than any man of his race would before our own time. 
 Born in Saint-Domingue (now Haiti), Alex Dumas was
briefly sold into bondage but made his way to Paris
where he was schooled as a sword-fighting member of
the French aristocracy. Enlisting as a private, he rose to
command armies at the height of the Revolution in an
audacious campaign across Europe and the Middle East –
until he met an implacable enemy he could not defeat.
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