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with a Book

Midnight in Chernobyl 
by Adam Higginbotham

April 25, 1986, in Chernobyl, was a turning point in
world history. The disaster not only changed the
world’s perception of nuclear power and the science
that spawned it, but also our understanding of the
planet’s delicate ecology. With the images of the
abandoned homes and playgrounds beyond the barbed
wire of the 30-kilometer Exclusion Zone, the rusting
graveyards of contaminated trucks and helicopters, the
farmland lashed with black rain, the event fixed for all
time the notion of radiation as an invisible killer.

Chernobyl was also a key event in the destruction of
the Soviet Union, and, with it, the United States’ victory
in the Cold War. For Moscow, it was a political and
financial catastrophe as much as an environmental and
scientific one. With a total cost of 18 billion rubles—at
the time equivalent to $18 billion—Chernobyl
bankrupted an already teetering economy and revealed
to its population a state built upon a pillar of lies.

Liliths Brood
by Octavia Butler

Lilith Iyapo is in the Andes, mourning the
death of her family, when war destroys
Earth. Centuries later, she is resurrected --
by miraculously powerful unearthly beings,
the Oankali. Driven by an irresistible need
to heal others, the Oankali are rescuing our
dying planet by merging genetically with
mankind. But Lilith and all humanity must
now share the world with uncanny,
unimaginably alien creatures: their own
children. This is their story...

Snow Flower and the Secret Fan
 by Lisa See

In nineteenth-century China, in a remote Hunan county,
a girl named Lily, at the tender age of seven, is paired
with a laotong, “old same,” in an emotional match that
will last a lifetime. The laotong, Snow Flower, introduces
herself by sending Lily a silk fan on which she’s painted a
poem in nu shu, a unique language that Chinese women
created in order to communicate in secret, away from
the influence of men.

As the years pass, Lily and Snow Flower send messages
on fans, compose stories on handkerchiefs, reaching out
of isolation to share their hopes, dreams, and
accomplishments. Together, they endure the agony of
foot-binding, and reflect upon their arranged marriages,
shared loneliness, and the joys and tragedies of
motherhood. The two find solace, developing a bond that
keeps their spirits alive. But when a misunderstanding
arises, their deep friendship suddenly threatens to tear
apart.

Night Film 
by Marisha Pessl

On a damp October night, 24-year-old Ashley Cordova is
found dead in an abandoned warehouse in lower
Manhattan. Though her death is ruled a suicide, veteran
investigative journalist Scott McGrath suspects otherwise.
As he probes the strange circumstances surrounding
Ashley's life and death, McGrath comes face-to-face with
the legacy of her father: the legendary, reclusive cult-horror
film director Stanislaus Cordova--a man who hasn't been
seen in public for more than thirty years.

For McGrath, another death connected to this seemingly
cursed family dynasty seems more than just a coincidence.
Though much has been written about Cordova's dark and
unsettling films, very little is known about the man himself.

Driven by revenge, curiosity, and a need for the truth,
McGrath, with the aid of two strangers, is drawn deeper and
deeper into Cordova's eerie, hypnotic world. The last time
he got close to exposing the director, McGrath lost his
marriage and his career. This time he might lose even more.
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The Housekeeper  
by Natalie Barelli 

She's a liar. She's a stalker. She's in your house.

When Claire sees Hannah Wilson at an exclusive Manhattan
hair salon, it's like a knife slicing through barely healed
scars. It may have been ten years since Claire last saw
Hannah, but she has thought of her every day, and not in a
good way. So Claire does what anyone would do in her
position—she stalks her.
Hannah is now Mrs. Carter, living the charmed life that
should have been Claire's. It's the life Claire used to have,
before Hannah came along and took it all away from her.
Back then, Claire was a happy teenager with porcelain skin
and long, wavy blond hair. Now she's an overweight, lazy
drunk with hair the color of compost and skin to match.
Which is why when Hannah advertises for a housekeeper,
Claire is confident she can apply and not be recognized. And
since she has time on her hands, revenge on her mind, and a
talent for acting…
Because what better way to seek retribution—and redress—
than from within the beautiful Mrs. Hannah Carter's own
home?
Except that it's not just Claire who has secrets. Everyone in
that house seems to have something to hide.
And now, there's no way out.
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